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CONFIDENTIAL GENEVA 2199 

FROM MEPC DEL 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, XF, EG 

SUB J : AN EGYPTIAN VIEW ON CSCE 

REF: GENEVA 2038 

1. FOR WHAT IS WORTH: EGYPTIAN DEPUTY PERMREP EL ARABY TOLD DELOFF 
HE AND HIS AMBASSADOR (EL ERIAN) WERE "SURPRISED" THAT EGYPTIAN 
AND ISRAELI PRESENTATIONS BEFORE CSCE SECURITY COMMITTEE MARCH 28 
WENT SO SMOTHLY AND QUIETLY. ON ONE HAND, EGYPTIANS WERE PLEASE 
THAT ISRAEL, LIKE EGYPT, AVOIDED POLEMICS IN PRESENTATION. (EL ARABY 
HAD NOT GOTEN AROUND TO CHECKING ON WHETHER OTHER ARAB COUNTRIES 
HAD ALSO AVOIDED POLEMICS IN THEIR PRESENTATIONS AND DID NOT SEEM 
TO THIK IT MATTERED, AS LONG AS EGYPT AND ISRAEL HAD DONE SO.) NOR 
WOULD EGYPTIANS HAVE EXPECTED OR PARTICULARLY WANTED, ELARABY SAID, 
FOR EUROPEAN STATES TO HAVE MADE STRONG PRO-ARAB COMMENTS ON 
THESE TWO PRESENTATIONS, WHICH COULD HAVE STIRRED UP CONTROVERSY. 

BUT EL ARABY DID VOICE DISAPPOINTMENT THAT EUROPEANS HAD NOT EVEN 
MADE GENERALIZED CONSTRUCTIVE STATEMENTS FAVORING MIDDLE EAST PEACE 
DURING SESSIONS. EL ARABY SAID EUROPEAN DELEGATIONS AFTERWARDS 
EXPLAINED THEIR SILENCE TO EGYPTIANS ON GROUNDS THEY LACKED 
INSTRUCTIONS. 
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